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will prove to be worthwhile. If every Member
of the United States Congress could hear
you, I'm quite confident we would prevail.
For the rest of us, we have to do our best
to add to your voices.

But I hope as you argue this you will re-
member to talk to those who have never been
to those villages about what we know is true.
The empowerment of individuals in difficult
circumstances is the ultimate answer to all
of our challenges, and this is a very important
part of that.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dr. Enyantu Ifenne, Director, Cen-
ter for Development and Population Activities of
Nigeria; Albanian Ambassador to the U.S. Petrit
Bushati; Colombian Ambassador to the U.S. Luiz
Alberto Moreno; and Nigerian Ambassador to the
U.S. Jibril Muhammed Aminu.

Radio Remarks on the Social
Security Internet Retirement
Planner

April 7, 2000

For more than 60 years now, Social Secu-
rity has provided a measure of financial secu-
rity for seniors after a lifetime of work. Be-
ginning today, Americans of all ages can log
on to the Internet and find out in seconds
the amount of Social Security benefits they
can expect in retirement. The new on-line
retirement planner estimates future benefits
based on past, present, and projected future
income. Just log on to the Social Security web
site at www.ssa.gov, and click on the new So-
cial Security retirement planner. It's never
too early to plan you financial future.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 3:10 p.m. in the Oval Office at the
White House for later broadcast. These remarks
were also made available on the White House
Press Office Actuality Line.
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Proclamation 7287—National
Volunteer Week, 2000

April 7, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Each year our Nation is blessed by the
service of more than 100 million Americans
who take time out of their busy lives to reach
out to those in need. Volunteers come from
every age group and walk of life, yet they
share a common conviction: that by giving
of themselves, they can bridge the divide be-
tween strangers, create stronger families, and
build better communities.

National Volunteer Week offers us a
chance to thank the many volunteers whose
work and compassion add so much to the
quality of our lives. It also gives those who
have never volunteered the opportunity to
learn more about the many organizations that
would benefit from their time and talents.
People who enjoy sports can volunteer at a
Special Olympics event; those who love the
arts can work as docents in a gallery or his-
toric home; those who love to read can share
that love through a literacy program.

Our success with the AmeriCorps program
demonstrates the power and promise of com-
munity service in America. Since we passed
the National and Community Service Trust
Act in 1993, more than 150,000 young people
have served in AmeriCorps. They have
taught or mentored more than 4 million chil-
dren; helped to immunize more than a mil-
lion people; worked to build some 11,000
homes; and sparked a new spirit of commu-
nity service across our Nation. In my pro-
posed budget for fiscal 2001, I have included
funding to reach our goal of 100,000
AmeriCorps members in service each year.
I have also outlined a new AmeriCorps Re-
serves program that will allow us to call upon
AmeriCorps alumni during times of special
need, such as following natural disasters. The
Corporation for National Service will commit
$10 million to create a new “E-corps™—750
qualified AmeriCorps volunteers who will



